Trevor Rees – Biography and ‘Splash In’ 2005 images explained 

I live in Worcester in the Midlands. I initially trained as a Food Chemist but now work for Severn Trent Water as a Business Advisor where I advise companies on water, waste, and pollution control. I am 43, married and have a 6 year old son. I started diving in 1979 and gained the BSAC advanced instructor grade before loosing interest in training novices and wanting to take photography more seriously. I often dive with members of the Worcester dive club and enjoy photography whilst diving with a small group off a RIB in the UK. 

I owned several Nikonos 111 cameras over a 20 year period and became somewhat adept at taking them apart and fixing them. At the start of 2004 I started using a compact digital camera underwater. I was instantly hooked and my experiences have convinced me never to return to film. I have dived quite a bit overseas, especially the Red Sea but most of my digital photography so far has been in the UK apart from a couple of trips to Menorca and Sardinia. 

A digital camera gave me renewed enthusiasm for photography and a new approach to capturing images. I joined BSoUP at the same time as going digital and began showing a few of my pictures. It was some high placings in a few competitions using a compact digital that prompted Martha Tressler to ask if I would come and talk at BSoUP about compact digitals. My talk in May 2005 entitled ‘One year with a Compact Digital’ was well received – at least I think it was!

My current camera is a £200 Canon A95 -5 megapixel compact digital in a Canon WP-DC50 case. I use Sea & Sea YS 90 and 55 strobes fired by dual fibre optic cables. I also use Inon wide angle and macro lenses (UWL105AD, UFL165AD, UCL165AD)   

It has taken a while to learn how to get the best out of this type of camera and to work within the limits of a small sensor camera. The desire for higher image quality and a faster more superior autofocus will probably force me down the dSLR route. I am however reluctant to give up some of the advantages that my current equipment gives me. I firmly believe that within their comfort zone these cheap cameras can produce remarkable quality results, which can give more expensive systems a run for their money.

The recent BSoUP 2005 ‘Splash In’ went well:

My 3rd place shot in the UK prints category was of a Hermit crab taken in Loch Fyne, Scotland in May 2005 

I like the shot because it is such a simple common subject and it is from the kind of UK diving I really enjoy - low hassle diving straight off the shore away from other divers. A small compact camera resting on the sea bed helps me get a low angle on the subject.

Canon A95 1/500sec @f8 ISO 50  with Sea & Sea YS 90 and 55 strobes

My 3rd place in the on the day wide angle category is from the James Egan Layne taken early on the Saturday morning before any other divers were on the wreck.

My model in the picture is Charles Erb who went on to win 1st and 2nd place in the wide angle category. When he also won the macro category and UK prints category I knew I should not have encouraged him to join me for the weekend. At least I can take some credit for his winning wide angle shot on the day as I was the model in his image.

Canon A95 1/50sec @f5 ISO 100  with Sea & Sea YS90 and YS 55 strobes + Inon AD165 wide lens

My runner up shot in the on the day humorous/creative category was an idea hatched a few days before the ‘Splash In’ whilst buying a tin of soup in Tescos. Heinz Big Soup – there had to be something vaguely amusing about the acronym BSoUP. I bought a tin of tomato soup, cut the label off, photographed it, photoshopped it, printed it, cut it to size, laminated it, and then stuck it back on the tin. If you look carefully you can see a blob of araldite making the open tin lid a little more secure. My willing model in 3 meters of water in Cawsand Bay is Malcolm Copson who I thought would look the part with his large bulging eyes. A 165 degree lens helps distort the perspective to emphasise that manic expression. The shot was very quick and easy to execute as the prop was all pre-prepared at home. I thought it was a reasonable back up shot if my wide angle and macro efforts failed to produce anything decent on the day. 

Canon A95 1/60sec @f5.6 ISO 100 with a Sea & Sea YS90 strobe + Inon AD165 wide lens  

